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Abstract

We responded to a recent State mandate that World History become a standard part of the public
school curriculum at all levels. The Department of History in the School of Liberal Arts at the
University of Washington offers to sponsor a year long seminar devoted to faculty, high school
and middle school teachers. The aim of this effort is to update the teachers on new trends in the
field of history, involve them in digital innovations providing virtual fields trips, and identify
new resources to help them expand on the teaching of history at all levels.

A second intent is to expand dialogues among professionals in history on the discussion of
curriculum revisions, teaching techniques and computer assisted instructional technologies used
in the course of history. This effort is made to complement not replace existing programs and to
offer expanded partnerships between the University and the public schools.
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University of Washington
1234 New Street
Seattle, WA 98101
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Project

Expanding History in the Schools
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Prepared by: Professor John Jacobs
Department Chair

Description

This Humanities Focus Grant application responds to recent State mandate that all public schools
enhance and expand the teaching of World History to all levels. The grant application represents
our response by designing a year long seminar to provide instructional support and identify
enhanced history materials for faculty and teachers in our State public school system.

CFDA #: 00.000
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Background

In response to the State mandate that World History be made a part of the standard curriculum in
public school at all levels, the Department of History at the University of Washington offered to
sponsor a year long seminar for faculty and teachers. The seminar will be offered to the teachers
and faculty in the Seattle Public Schools and will focus on the topic of World History Trends.
The goal of the seminar is to offer opportunities for dialogue and partnership among faculty and
teachers in history.

The dialogues will focus on the recent trends in research in the area of world history; revisions of the view
of regional histories; the ways in which the University’s world history program has analyzed the latest
developments in world history and translated it into undergraduate curriculum; and the methodologies
through which the lessons learned at this level have implications for instruction in the public schools.
Thus, the seminar will begin with a discussion of scholarship and research and move to a consideration
of strategies for translating scholarship into curriculum. The seminar will complement the current efforts
of the School's outreach program, History For All and expand its reach into history and social science
classrooms. It also parallels the efforts of the campus's Center for Partnerships (CFP) to establish
collaborative efforts with Seattle public school teachers so that students in this overwhelmingly
immigrant dominated school district are better equipped with the skills that they will need to be eligible
for admission to college in general and the University of Washington n particular. The University of
Washington, has a well-established program of outreach to Seattle public schools already in place.
However, the funding for the initiative outlined here is not available from local sources alone.

The project activities will include:

e  Atwo semester series of seminars with high school teachers and History Faculty (three sessions
per semester) to discuss recent research in key areas of World History and strategies for
disseminating research into curriculum

e Development of History For All Workshops to support teaching of World History in public
schools
e Development of curriculum packets to complement History For All workshops

e Instructional Technology seminars are offered to help teachers relate to and use the latest
techniques in online education

Funding Request: $25,000
Anticipated Institutional Matching Funds: Services in kind and $21,493.








