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Abstract

We responded to a recent State mandate that World History become a standard part of the public
school curriculum at all levels. The Department of History in the School of Liberal Arts at the
University of Washington offers to sponsor a year long seminar devoted to faculty, high school
and middle school teachers. The aim of this effort is to update the teachers on new trends in the
field of history, involve them in digital innovations providing virtual fields trips, and identify
new resources to help them expand on the teaching of history at all levels.

A second intent is to expand dialogues among professionals in history on the discussion of
curriculum revisions, teaching techniques and computer assisted instructional technologies used
in the course of history. This effort is made to complement not replace existing programs and to
offer expanded partnerships between the University and the public schools.
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Description

This Humanities Focus Grant application responds to recent
State mandate that all public schools enhance and expand
the teaching of World History to all levels. The grant
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Background

In response to the State mandate that World History be made a part of the standard curriculum in
public school at all levels, the Department of History at the University of Washington offered to
sponsor a year long seminar for faculty and teachers. The seminar will be offered to the teachers
and faculty in the Seattle Public Schools and will focus on the topic of World History Trends.
The goal of the seminar is to offer opportunities for dialogue and partnership among faculty and
teachers in history.

The dialogues will focus on the recent trends in research in the area of world history; revisions of the view
of regional histories; the ways in which the University’s world history program has analyzed the latest
developments in world history and translated it into undergraduate curriculum; and the methodologies
through which the lessons learned at this level have implications for instruction in the public schools.
Thus, the seminar will begin with a discussion of scholarship and research and move to a consideration
of strategies for translating scholarship into curriculum. The seminar will complement the current efforts
of the School's outreach program, History For All and expand its reach into history and social science
classrooms. It also parallels the efforts of the campus's Center for Partnerships (CFP) to establish
collaborative efforts with Seattle public school teachers so that students in this overwhelmingly
immigrant dominated school district are better equipped with the skills that they will need to be eligible
for admission to college in general and the University of Washington n particular. The University of
Washington, has a well-established program of outreach to Seattle public schools already in place.
However, the funding for the initiative outlined here is not available from local sources alone.

The project activities will include:

e A two semester series of seminars with high school teachers and History Faculty (three sessions
per semester) to discuss recent research in key areas of World History and strategies for
disseminating research into curriculum

e  Development of History For All Workshops to support teaching of World History in public
schools
e  Development of curriculum packets to complement History For All workshops

e Instructional Technology seminars are offered to help teachers relate to and use the latest
techniques in online education

Funding Request: $25,000
Anticipated Institutional Matching Funds: Services in kind and $21,493.



Goals and Objectives

The purpose of the Expanding History in the Schools program is to provide opportunities for
public school teachers and University faculty in the humanities to collaborate on meeting the
new State mandate to offer World History at all levels.

Goals and Objectives:

¢ Goal #1: Develop a new training and orientation program for middle and high school
teachers and faculty that incorporates new trends and research in World History;

¢

Objective 1.1: Recruit middle and high school teachers to participate in a year
long series of seminars directed at upgrading their skills and competencies in
World History;

Obijective 1.2: Organize a collaborative orientation program for teachers and
faculty prior to the summer semester at the University;

Objective 1.3: Hire outside evaluator to orchestrate pre and post testing of
teachers and faculty in conjunction with program planning and launch

¢ Goal #2: Attract high quality University faculty to participate in the program and
provide the curriculum for the teachers;

¢

Objective 2.1: Recruit, orient, and assign key University faculty to the project
prior to teachers coming on-site for seminars;

Obijective 2.2: Review with University faculty the content, methodologies, and
instructional technologies required to assist teachers complete the seminar;

¢ Goal #3: Develop a series of seminars to support teaching of World History and
strategies for translating research into new curriculum for public schools;

¢ Goal #4: Develop curriculum packets, podcasts, and interactive programming for use
outside of the University seminars with collaborating partners



Design

The Project Design

The project is designed in three stages:

e Planning

e Execution

e Evaluation

Our year-long seminar programs will follow the academic calendar of the University of Washington. A full
description of workshop topics are offered in Appendix A. Curriculum vitae for the
seminar leaders are attached in Appendix B. We project three meetings a quarter, focusing respectively on:

7
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Fall Quarter. The first session will focus on the question, **What is World History?" and will be followed by
two sessions on "'South America in the World"

» Seminar Leader: Professor Michael \West

» Seminar Topics: Include The Brazilian Diaspora; Consumerism, Peruvian Identities, and Global History

Winter Quarter: Asian America in the World
> Workshop Leader: Professor Sally Fields

> Workshop Topics: Independence in the Americas; The Struggle for Identify; The Asian Context
in American Society.

Spring Quarter. Europe in the World

» Workshop Leader. Profs. John Master and Mary Stafford

» Workshop Topics: Imperialism; Nationalism and Communism



Partnerships

The Center for Partnerships (CFP) at the University of Washington operates a broad-based outreach
program to K-12 classrooms in Seattle area. The program includes language arts, mathematics,
biological sciences; the arts; computer science and advanced placement courses that help students
perform and meet State standards, especially in the humanities.

The History For All program that receives major funding and in-kind services from the University’s
(CFP). CFP fully supports the World History seminar and has agreed to provide financial support, use of
facilities, and transportation fees that are linked to waivers for graduate students assigned to the project,
and teachers in the program.

NEH Focus Grant Proposal funds to will be used to support editorial work and web site development
used to produce the curricular modules that are produced during the workshops. CFP will also
work closely with the Department of History and History For All to recruit teacher participants
in the project from the Seattle Public Schools and Redmond Schools. We will also work with
Faith-Based Schools in the areas. Representatives of several schools and the public schools
administrators will meet as a Task Force governing all work. Through this network, CFP will
provide institutional support to ensure that we recruit a representative group of high school and
middle school teachers. Dr. Mary Smith, Director of CFP, has provided a letter of endorsement
for the proposal, and her support is seconded by the Executive Vice Chancellor, Bryon Daniels (see
Appendix C)
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